
November 27, 2022 
Isa 2:1-5; Rom 13:11-14; Mt 24: 37-44 

 Recently the Powerball jackpot went up to 2 billion dollars.  Even with the taxes taken 

out, the winner would still get almost a billion.  Wow, that’s a lot of money.  So I bought a few 

tickets - why not I thought.  Those of you here who did the same probably noticed that after 

buying the ticket, you began to figure out how to spend the money.  Looking ahead to a 1 in 292 

million chance - we all figured how much we would give to family members, how much to 

invest, and how much it would cost to quickly finish our construction projects and build a gym 

for the school … oops, I fell into it too!  But what we look forward to today is something that is 

more sure, and a jackpot that beats all others - just sometimes we forget about it. 

 The word Advent means “coming.”  In the Christian church calendar, it is the period of 

preparation for the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ at Christmas and also of preparation 

for the Second Coming of Christ.  We have to be careful when we view Christmas as an event 

that happened 2000 years ago, and now we are just having an anniversary party about it.  To God 

the event of being born into the world in the flesh is always happening.  In God’s timeless reality 

the entrance into the world is an ongoing event - and we are all called upon to share in the birth 

of Jesus at Christmas as if we were there in Bethlehem.  If we are going to be ready to see it that 

way, then we heed to put as much effort into preparing as we do to thinking of what we will buy 

for Christmas gifts, or how we will spend our lottery winnings. 

 Maybe you have come to see Christmas as just another holiday and church on Christmas 

as just another event.  But one of these Christmases, or on several of these Christmases during 

your life, you could have an experience of meeting Jesus more closely.  Jesus has timed one or 

several of these meetings for you at the points in life where He knows you need it - not just the 

times when we think we need it - and it is up to us to be ready for it.  Advent gives us a time to 

get ready and prepare for a possible encounter this year - as we heard in the second reading: it is 

the hour now for you to awake from sleep.  For our salvation is nearer now than when we first 

believed.  Jesus, our salvation, has planned to meet us, and each year we come closer to the time 

of that next meeting.  We hope that it will be this year.  In fact, that is what the first candle on the 

wreath symbolizes - hope.  Hope in the fact that Jesus wants to meet us, hope that He can lead us 

to a peaceful life here (and eternal salvation in the next life), hope that He may visit this year. 



 Jesus said today:  Therefore, stay awake!  For you do not know on which day your Lord 

will come.  We don’t know what Christmas we will be the lucky Inn on whose door Jesus will 

knock looking for a place to stay; we don’t know what Christmas will be the one in which we 

allow that presence of Jesus to touch us more deeply, and we don’t know which Christmas will 

be our last chance for that in this life.  So stay awake - look for the ways Jesus is calling you to 

prepare over the next few weeks.  Stay awake - listen to the words of the scriptures and the 

prayers at Mass as though they were speaking to you.  Stay awake - see how the Lord is inviting 

you to kindness towards your fellow humans so that your heart is widened to make room for 

Him. 

 In order to be awake we have to refocus.  The prayers we say can become routine (or stop 

happening), our attendance at Mass can be come also routine.  Get back to the prayer that you 

have not been saying and put in a little time for quiet reflection (either by coming early to Mass, 

coming to adoration, stopping in at another time the church is open, or just going to a quiet place 

for 5 minutes of sitting with the Lord).  When you’re there let go of all the worries of the day, let 

go of all the plans, let go of all your dreams about how you will spend $900 million - just sit and 

be quiet with Jesus thinking of how much you are loved by God.  In this more focused space be 

sure to look for those times the Lord is trying to communicate to you, be attentive to the needs of 

others and showing love to family, be focused on the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist.  If 

you have doubts as to what He is saying, or doubts as to how to love some people, or doubts in 

the reality of Jesus’ presence in the Eucharist - let those go and just hope.   

 Hope that one day you will hear the voice clearly, hope that one day your acts of love will 

bear fruit, hope that what Jesus said is true.  Hope that at a deep level you will know that what 

He said about loving us is true, that what He said about providing His Body and Blood is true, 

that what He said about coming again is true.  In that hope you can look for Him this Christmas, 

there are actually much better odds of that happening than winning the Powerball - so place a bet 

with Jesus this year. 


